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sylvania Hospital and to him is "chiefly due the
credit of introducing it in our country" (Mor-
ris, post, p. 287). His first paper on the subject
was published in the American Journal of the
Medical Sciences (November 1834). Six cases
of stone in the bladder were reported success-
fully operated upon. Randolph also should re-
ceive credit for performing some early radical
operations, such as the amputation of the lower
jaw for osteosarcoma (Ibid.f November 1829);
ligation of an external iliac aneurism (North
American Medical and Surgical Journal, Janu-
ary 1829) and, in addition, for his description
of Physick's method of treating tuberculosis of
the hip by conserving splinting (American Jour-
nal of the Medical Sciences, February 1831).
He also wrote an excellent biography of his fa-
ther-in-law: A Memoir of the Life and Char-
acter of Philip Syng Physick (1839).

Randolph was an exceedingly handsome man
and "at all times he exhibited a remarkably com-
manding appearance. His face was oval, regular
in its features, and expressive of the frankness,
independence, and energy of his character. In
stature he was somewhat above the middle
height, and his whole person displayed the signs
of an unusual amount of health and vigor"
(Gross, post, p. 520). He died rather suddenly
of "intermittent fever" at the age of fifty-one.

[The best contemporary account of Randolph is by
a colleague, G. W. Morris, in Summary of the Trans,
of the Coll. of Physicians of Phila.f vol. II (1849). An-
other memoir, written a few years later by J. A. Meigs,
a Philadelphia physician, was published in S. D. Gross,
Lives of Eminent Am. Physicians and Surgeons (1861).
Other sources include: H. A. Kelly and W. L. Burrage,
Am. Medic. Biogs. (1920) ; J. W. Jordan, Colonial
Families of Phila. (1911), vol. I; Pa. Inquirer and Nat.
Gazette, Mar. i, 1848.]                                  H.R.V.

RANDOLPH, Sir JOHN (c. i693-Mar. 2,
I736/37), King's attorney of Virginia, diplomat,
speaker of the House of Burgesses, was born at
"Turkey Island" plantation, Henrico County,
Va., the son of William [q.v.'] and Mary
(Isham) Randolph. With the favor of the for-
tune and position inherited from his father, and
through his own unusual mental powers and
varied gifts, he became the lawyer most distin-
guished in the first half of the eighteenth cen-
tury in Virginia for his talents and learning. To
a private tutor's early discipline he added the
general knowledge to be gained as a student at
the College of William and Mary. He entered
Gray's Inn, May 17, 1715, and was called to the
bar on Nov. 25, 1717. Through his brief span
of mature years, for he died in his prime, he held
offices of political preferment but always those
in which his keen intellect and legal knowledge
would have outlet When less than twenty years
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old he was appointed by Governor Spotswood in
1712 to represent the Crown in the county courts
of Charles City, Henrico, and Prince George
counties in the absence of the attorney-general.
He substituted for Attorney-General John Clay-
ton for a year during the latter's absence in Eng-
land in 1727 and at the same time served as
clerk of the Council. Before 1721 he was mar-
ried to Susanna Beverly. He was King's attor-
ney just long enough to continue the precedent
set by his father and carried on by his sons, Pey-
ton and John Randolph, 1727-1784 [qq.v.]. He
became clerk of the House of Burgesses in 1718
and served in that remunerative and influential
office until 1734.

In 1728 Randolph went to England on a three-
fold mission. The sea voyage was expected to
better his health. He was instructed by the Col-
lege of William and Mary to ask either for the
better collection of the penny-a-pound export
tax on tobacco or the substitution for it of a cer-
tain valuable yearly consideration out of the quit
rents of Virginia. He was also to ask the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury to sanction the use by the
College of part of die Boyle fund for the edu-
cation of the Indians for the purchase of books
and was to select the books. By the Virginia
Assembly he was authorized to present their ad-
dress to the King and their petition to Parlia-
ment asking repeal of the act of Parliament pro-
hibiting the shipping of stripped tobacco. The
obnoxious act was repealed and a grateful As-
sembly voted Randolph a thousand pounds for
his diplomatic efforts. Again, in 1732, the As-
sembly sent Randolph to England to urge their
plan for an excise collected through a bonded
warehouse system in substitution for the import
duties on tobacco. While not gaining the con-
cession, he was rewarded by the Burgesses with
double his previous remuneration for his efforts.
Randolph was knighted, presumably in 1732, in
recognition of his legal abilities and diplomatic
skill (W. A. Shaw, The Knights of England,
1906, II, 284) ; he was the only Virginian to be
given such rank in the colonial period.

In 1734, when it was clear that the speaker-
ship of the House of Burgesses would be vacant
through the resignation of John Holloway, Ran-
dolph gave up his clerkship, was chosen by the
faculty of the College of William and Mary as
their representative, was seated, and was elected
speaker within the record span of three days.
Later in the session he was also made treasurer
of the colony. He was rejected speaker in
1736, though with some opposition, and fified
that position until his death the following year,
The newly chartered borough of Norfolk km-
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